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of the destroyed treasures has certainly the right to cry his contempt 
and his indignation in the face of the civilized world. 

Leon Van der Essen. 

A History of England and the British Empire. By Arthur D. 

Innes. Volumes III. and IV. (New York: The Macmillan 

Company. 1914, 1915. Pp.«xxvi, 550; xxxv, 604, with maps.) 
The present volumes cover the period from 1689 to 1914 and thus 
bring the work to a fair completion. It is hardly necessary to call 
attention again to the peculiar weaknesses of this author's style. His 
haste, moreover, to finish his task is apparent. Thus on page 118, 
volume III., Louis XIV. dies, but five pages later, he is still alive, hale 
and hearty at seventy-five, and as capable of mischief as ever. On 
page 128 the writer gives the mythical despatch of Byng after Passaro 
but forgets to give the real despatch. On page 275 Wilkes is intro- 
duced, but the introducer, curiously enough, like many another master 
of ceremonies, forgets to give the name of the guest; in this case leaves 
him before the audience as simply " a disreputable person ". The in- 
fluence of Hume in clearing up the haze that had befogged the Tory 
mind and enabled the Tory to support a Hanoverian king, " with a clear 
conscience", is well put; but nothing is said of the far more direct in- 
fluence of Blackstone's Commentaries, or the more widely known Idea 
of a Patriot King of Bolingbroke. In general, the number of obscure 
passages, of carelessly formed sentences, in which the simplest rules of 
composition are violated, is so great that it is hardly worth while to 
list them ; a constant and annoying reminder of the haste of the author 
in completing his book. 

This is unfortunate. These volumes are packed with useful and 
interesting information, and yet they will not be read with pleasure nor 
their contents be easily mastered by the very class of readers for whom 
the author confessedly writes. The book has many points of real merit; 
but in a work of this class, written for the young, haste in the making 
is deadly. 

Of most interest, we take it, are the last thirty pages of the fourth 
volume, in which is given a summary of the events that have taken 
place in British history since the death of Queen Victoria. Here are 
recounted with real skill the bitter struggles over protection and free 
trade, old age pensions and workingmen's insurance, the obscuration of 
the Lords, and Lloyd George's famous budgets ; over Home Rule in Ire- 
land, Welsh disestablishment, and plural voting, presenting in each case 
a summary of the arguments on either side, and with such impartiality 
withal as to give no hint of the author's own sympathies. 

This is wise ; for, as the author states in the preface, " the natural 
temptation is to make of such a record something of the nature of a 
political pamphlet". The alternative the author has frankly accepted: 
to abstain from pronouncing his own judgments on controversial ques- 
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tions, and to endeavor to present an exact statement of facts by an 
accurate exposition of the varying views of the leaders of the opposing 
parties. Pedagogically this is sound. Its purpose is to enable the stu- 
dent to form an unbiassed opinion for himself. Yet if Englishmen are 
made up like Americans, this will hardly add to the popularity of the 
book. 

This part of the work is clear, well balanced, and for the most 
part good. In treating the revolution which has taken place in English 
foreign policy, however, the author is not so happy. Perhaps it is de- 
manding too much to expect an Englishman to treat the questions raised 
by the present conflict with the same judicial calmness with which he 
treats domestic problems. For most of these later pages, apparently, 
were written after August, 1914. Note particularly the paragraph on 
" Junkerism and Jingoism " on page 550 of volume IV. Nevertheless, 
the chapter is a good one. The arrangement is capital. One wishes, 
in fact, that something of the plan of this last chapter had been fol- 
lowed in the earlier parts of the work. B. S. T. 

La Guerre de Sept Ans: Histoire Diplomatique et Militaire. Par 
Richard Waddington. Tome V., Pondichcry-Villinghausen- 
Schweidnitz. (Paris: Firmin-Didot et Cie. 1914. Pp. 446.) 
The late Senator Waddington's important enterprise is advanced 
very considerably by this volume, which, after an introductory chapter 
on the progress of the English in India, 1760-1761, follows the 1761 
campaign in Central Europe, and traces at length the decisive changes 
in the situation brought about by the death of Elizabeth in January, 
1762. For general explanation or criticism of the author's method and 
achievement the reviewer will refer to surveys of earlier volumes 
{American Historical Rcvieiv, X. 397; XIV. 125). But while plan 
and method remain the same the execution in the present installment 
will probably be found more agreeable by the general reader, even 
though he might prefer to study the period from other points of view; 
it cannot be doubted that M. Waddington wields his material with re- 
markable skill, and that he invests his narrative with a great deal of 
interest. 

This part of the period is of course one of critical and dramatic 
interest; the monotony of the earlier years of unvarying military vicis- 
situde is decisively broken to a degree to break through both diplomatic 
cynicism and military weariness. The author devotes to the crisis about 
one-fourth of the volume, under the title, " Mort de filisabeth " ; while 
perhaps he still keeps too closely to his diplomatic records, while we 
regret not to learn more about Russia's internal condition or as to the 
bearing of the domestic situation on the change in foreign policy, we 
do get a clear narrative and a great deal of enlightenment about the 
methods and motives of those who in Russia and elsewhere were deal- 
ing with the personal factors of the moment and setting their wits 



